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The New Year will
bring a major chan@gehe
cutting of contracts for all
partt i me pri son
Canada leaving Quebec
without any Englisepeaking
parttime chaplains. This
means our volunteers will no
have any o6o0of
the prison systemMSCM
has been and will continue t
work hard with our many
partners to find viable solu-
tions throughout the New
Year.

What can you do? You
can write your Member of
Parl i ament . I
how to find yours:
www.parl.gc.ca/Members of
Parliament. You can alsc
write the Editors of local
newspapers and/or leave
your comments on our web-
site:

WWW.MSCRYC.0rg

Let our voices be heard!
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Part -Time Chaplains to lose Prison Contracts

Canada including al
but one of the non
tChristian chaplain
cureentlg | émplayédare
reportedly about to
Dtheir jobs.

los

Public Safety Minister,

Vic Toews,

S€hristian inmates wou
have to turn to Christia
chaplains for counselling.
S The announcemer
8ofnes hfter a controversy,
September over a teng
that was issued for a Wicg
priest for prisons in BC.

said Jewish, Toews quickly cancel

c N aapetim® | ohapl@insMudlim, Sikh and other nothe tender after a report ab
serving at prisons acrg

¢t emerged.
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parttime minorityfaith
chaplains serving fede
sinmates across Canada
met with widespread cri
.cism, both inside and o
side the House of Cor
mons.

Oppositions MPs a
cused the government
attacking religious freedc
in direct contravention
the Charter of Rights wh
Jewish, Muslim and S
clerics called it a misguic
move thatos
money or souls.

Meanwhi |l e,
prison watchdog and t
interfaith committee 0
chaplaincy tasked with
vising the government
spiritual issues involved
mates suggest they were
out of the decisiemaking
process altogether and
still trying to ascertain t
impact.

0Thi s
cpDrodn@ t ddns 6
affairs critic Paul
said.
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religiougual services for aborigi

inmates, which are explic

rdunced with great fanfagrovided for in the Corre

whe creation of an Office
tReligious FreeddimDewar
pgccused the government
meing ohypoc
Liberal justice critic, |
cwin Cotler, said requiri
ofmates of other faiths
paeek religious guidance fr
o€hri stian ch
@i scri minato
kho t he gover
jadt to give some religio
preferentiak teehtipentt o
The prison chaplain pr
granCia sail da ot ab
86.4 million, $1.3 million
nvhich covers the pdite
achaplains. There are 49 g
oiime chaplains, 18 of the
inon-Christian. There are
feft-time chaplains servi
inmates. Beside one im

ofional and Conditional R
lease Act, are also unaffe
by the policy change.
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rMercy had a 17.5 hot

ngonth contract to provig

tservices to Jewish inmate

orarious federal prisons. Fr
aopiis@lingn gnmates @&
tegching &ebew, toolead
prayersh and sonspilting

rfeod service personnel ab
keshey @iets, she said

ocanot under

oGhristian chaplain can da

adll for all faiths.
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is excessively pun
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i n natu
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House of Commo 1>§

Conservative
parliamentary secre
Bob Dechert lashe

at the UN committ
because one of i
members is from S

Source: The Canadian P

Justice

UN Panel Cites Tory Tough
Ref or ms

-on -Crime Agenda
Apuni tiveo

he federal gover
me nt & son-drimmeuagemd
i s bexcessiv
Lyouth and is a step backw
f.or Canadadods
'Héﬁ%rd, says a United Nati
oup.
itlVeé The UN committee on tt
figketsdof the child has finish
a lGyear review of hg
Canada treats its children
how well governments
implementing the Conventi
on the Rights of the Child.
particular, the committee s
Canadadds Y o
Justice Act complied w
international standards u
changes were introduced

[0

ear.
The gover nd
2t Yan omnibus crime bill t
digtludes stiffer penalties
e@uth and makes it easier
fgy them as adults, no lon
yﬁmforms to the child righ
convention or other intern
tional standards.
0 Bi FO is Excessive
punitive for children and n
sufficiently restorative
nature, 6 the

ress

Nn a report published midhe criminal justice system
®ctober . 0T h gfigueoonthowttd redece the ¢
fedrets there Nwad ind/ eniparityf, tAe'report recommende
qIghts assessment or mecha- The committee also chasti
nismctd énsufé that Billda) Cahada for failing to provi
DEWmplied with the provisionequal social services to aborig
of t he ¢ onv e nthildem especially in the rea
'€  The committee also repeaif child welfare, an issue n
edlly expressed its concern thafore Canadian courts.
Vdboriginal and black children It accused authorities
1@ dramatically overrepré-ser i ous and
Afented in the criminal justiceat i ondé i n t he
®ystem. Aboriginal youth asedoriginal children, visible 1
Imore likely to be jailed thamorities, immigrants and child
axduate from high school, théth disabilities.

Wdpdrt saidcr i mi nal Justice Minister Rob Nich
th To meet the standards |sbn rejects the claim that
Ftﬁ_ie UN convention, Ottawarime legislation does not com
tBisould raise the minimumagevi t h t he chi |
of criminal responsibility ansiaid his spokeswoman, Julie
nehgute €hat nofohel uhder @8Nmbro.  The legislation
néVer tried as an adult, the i@mended to ensure no one ur
febrt said. Authorities shoulithe age of 18 is detained in
do be developing alternativagult facility, she noted.

g@" detention., writing rules to o0 Ou r l egi sl a
t&estrain the use of force againged to protect society from s
ghildren in detention and fous and vi ol en
separate girls from boys in jd@iiMambro said.

2tiie United Nations committee o | t target s
Qdded. of violent, repeat young offend
N Governments should deand its measures are balarn
tefmth&Wmy $o0 tm@n§ blavkragdt €ect i ve and
aboriginal youth are involve

Source: The Gazette

Youth Criminal Justice Act
Quebec centres Vow to Stay the Course

Despite
with Ottawa over its plan

Quebecds y ou

i nceds pol i c

recidivism rates in Canada.
OResearch h

just being

bring about the results

losing a bat
get tough on young offende
vowing to maintain the pro

and reintegration, which F
led to some of the lowe

needi you have to look at tl
whole rehabilitation and rein

tlgr ati on as pe cdes dentresgdauribsseCdu 1Qbe
t®tefano, assistant provinc@lNow a very |
yrdirector with Batshaw Youtlyouths are susceptible to ha
tamd Family gentres, svho dedlseir identity revealed, even
wvi t h young dahieyf receideear youthd dstate
yknow fust dowg ameiid nokt a® $ oAl ready

1&@idfective. Our programming i® go back to school or get a |
g 0i ng t o r e maimagind ihtaeir sianem és, im
Stefano said. newspaper or on soeimkdis
a sO Ssihnocwen I h & § sites.tTheenewiseh&encing gu
pofi young jofferders dhas ebgam@stseek to punish the offen
mMer ot ected i n | ratken thahafocds os avhydt
herre Hamel, the director of r i me was con
téegal affairs for the Associatiogaid.
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/In Person Profile

T he
pleased to introduce Ariel
who was recently appointe
Project AssociateM& C M
CoSAProject Division.
Ariel has also been a ver
volunteer since the Fall of 2

Q. Congratulations on yo
appointment! Could you ex
our readers exactly what y
and responsibilities are?

A. Thanks! The position
centred around supporti
both the Project Coordinatd
Peter, and the Data Coor
nator, Anouk. Most of th
wor k | dve d

had to do with the da
nati on
exci ti

coor di
larly

now, and as part of that sty

the NCPC National Crimeeally about

Prevention Ceigrigjoking for

statistics regarding the circlégi

that operate undef/SCM.
My job has been to he

tPedovas interested in studywork witd/SCM fit in with
dr@o@ternatives to prisons angour ultimate career goals
éslge insisted that | come to

S o u 0ille s At some point | told her Q. How does your volunteer
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Open Doorand start looking A. At this point, | 6m not
yirtctinestorative justice ideas.sure  what my ultimate o v ai t i n g Ari el &
P0G lucky in that a number |ofareer goals are. | know that
friends 106d llwanéta \doyk withapeople, we r e
untergsted as well. So | startdd u t I coul dndt tell ypu
ptaimilog in the Fall of 2008&xactly how. | can say that
amddiave been volunteering 0 v e gr own |l ess and | ejss
with MSCMever since. enchanted with the realm |of

policyma ki ng. [16m happiest

i). We understand you haweheen | 6 m wor king on a | ojcal
ngery deep interest in rest@egivavith a community that
vjustice. What other programs leave understand through
dyrou been involved in? regular interaction as \Why not drop in for a visit?

e opposed to statistics and Open Door
A eMy istevest in aestoratived © | | 1 ng. But I donodt know
tustice has helped to shapgh at kind of Me@sekery Tubsddy evenifg
.my | ge@pective o aver p thaloing acfaw-years from now. 7:0Gi 9:00 p.m.
yegawer k.| OTvhes rlegfamo wine f it i t-edy not a cafreel

national study going on rigltognize that restorative (ogentred person, at least not 1444 Union Street
dyansformative) justice |igight now. (Metro McGill)
restoring and FulFord Hall
transforming communities.Q. What advice would you have
th this r |foal anyoneathinking mQout bé@macle out our website for more
come to focus on the naturéng a volunteer? information.
Ipf relations between people
A. Advice for volunteers?

Anouk with recording thoses paramount.
statistics. However, my role is | was involved in the for-Come check outOpen
It offers a pretty

meant to be a supportive o
so my responsibilities
fairly flexible.

Q. How and when did yo
out aboWSCAMP?

A
class with my friend Bec

who had just started comi
to Open Door.

angniversity Projegt, project incredible chance for volu

nmation of the Alternative Doon

comprised of a group ofteers to meet with a lot
urfiady things, redefining th@mazing stories. Open

relationships between teacH?oor is a great way to g
ers and st ud@éemwaved witho WECM

| first found out aboutteered my time with variou$or volunteers who might
MSCMin the Fall of my firs
year in Montreal. | was in

torganizations at this pointbe just starting to thin

cdping is work that focuses ogriminal justice syste
ngealing and often redefiningffects our communities a
the relationships

different people. communities.

Once we discover how to appreciate the timeless values in our daily

we can enjoy the best things in life.

Harry Hepner

students interested in, amargyeat people with pretty

lut the work | really enjoyabout the way that the

n_
of

et
un -

m
nd

betweethe individuals within those

experiences,

WWW.MSCRTC.0rg
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Can You ldentify this Person?
Mreal Sou§@st Ccmgﬂity MnM
OA gift |consists
not in what is
done or given,
but
in the intention
of the giver or doer. o
Lucius Annaeus Senega Clue: This photo appeared in February 1979 issue of Harrowsmith magazine.
Commune cornfields in the Ozarks ot
Got a guesséil Paula at mscm@sympatico.ca.
Winners will be announced in the next issue.
Note: If you have a picture you would like to submit, contact Paula
Donations of time
and service are
also welcome. Please Support MSCM
We are especially MSCM is a volunteer organization welcomingftenders back to the community| by
looking for volunteers | sypporting them in their social, spiritual, social, emotional and practical needs. We fos
vyho would _be restoration and accountability and attend to the needs of all those affected by crime.
interested in MSCM has relied upon support from the Community Chaplaincy of Montreal
escorting. (Aumobnerie de Communautaire de Montréal) and individual donors like you. The stign
; associated with offenders brings financial and other challenges with it. Your contributic
Please contact our offices| pe|ps.
by phone or email, or visit | support MSCM and their programsand am enclosing a donation of:
our website:
(514)2446147 O O O |
mscm@sympatico_ca $25 $50 $100 Other:
www.mscnqc.org Note: Cheques less than $50 should be mdd&@égable to
Cheques greater than $50 should be made payable to:
Anglican Diocese of Montreal, memo. MSCM.
Please mail your cheques Tax receipts will be issued for donations of $50 or greater.
to:
Name:
MSCM
1439 St. Catherine St. Westddress:
Montreal, QC
H3G 1S6 E:mail:
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Editorial

Jall Overcrowding needs discussion

rates of most violent crimepens, where the figure is m
jails in Quebec and penitentitke 20%, but with Leclerc |

ries across Canada are becshiution north of Montreg
ing more overcrowded. Oveslated for closure, along w

i s n oKingsten oPeniteniary vine O
the tr

crowding :
rehabilitation. A more enlight-ar I o,
ened approach is needed. | promising.

In August, Quebec opened The Conservative gover
up holding cells at the Palais ®ént has ruled out buildir
@ew penitentiaries to reple
commodate mounting spillov&ingston and Leclerc. But u

justice in Old Montreal to

iler provisions of its omnib
grimenbill at Becamepayv |

from Bordeaux provincial jail
Montreal 0s n

exceptional measure, this makégrcti containing mandato e
minimurp $eatenees and a |
seem to be a clear administes accelerated parole reviey

some sense.
tive plan to deal with ovethe number of prisoners c
crowding on an ongoing basiso nl'y ¢l i mb. |

Doublebunking emergedlitions improving in feder
this past spring as a contenti
issue in federal penitentiarigsore doubléunking and in
Some 40% of penitentiary cefleeased inmate violence, no
in Western Canada designed fia@ntion worse rehabilitati

single occupancy now cont
espite the fact thatwo beds or more. The situ
crime rates are falling, includiign is not as bad in Queb

qens, given the link betwe

fytcomes.

a- Several outlying problems
gontributing to overcrowding. Oy
oifee past generation, psychiatric
npitals have been emptied out in
yname of denstitutionalization, b
igypport services in the mer
nbealjh field are desperately un
@infled. As i fesuli, thg meniglk
too often end up in jails and pris
for lack of a better place.

hg A judicious vetting of cases
é@y passes and early release is
fmeeded on an ongoing basis.
ygore generally, more care neec
e taken to ensure that people
fenced to incarceration are gi
waRpPEpRriate punishment and re
\oilitation.

an In some cases, that will m

are
er
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the
Ut
ntal
der-
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for
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IS to
sen-
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~an higher cou

cogmunify avorl and gnorg active tham courts

diehabilitation outreach instead
diard time spent behind bars.
Your thoughts? Your letters
tWwglcome.

0N

Experts.
Crime Bill could hurt Prisoners

The fallout will be dr
matic increases in already o
ormmnwdbewds pr i s
renore volatility and the like
ah o o d of mor e
wedl m® mgeaspdr spead
ohepatitis, HIV and other infe
rtious diseases, Manson sai
amsintetviema di ng m

OFrom both
2oublic safety perspective,
ceeeds to consider a sim
fi-act , 6 Manson
in the CMAJ, noting mo
2rgrisoners in Canada will ev
devual 'y be rel

anadads

crime bill will lead to mo
physical and ment
6degradationd
and risks their reintegrati
back into society, warns an g
cle in Canada
journal.

Bill G107 which increase
mandatory minimum senten
and changes eligibility for cc
ditional sentenciswill inevita-
bly produce more prisone
serving longer sentences, A

OWedre in an
becoming the asylums of the g
forsmany peoplerwith neehtal lees
iprobl ems, 6 Mans
WYitloolt enore resodrcesa g
jpdsorers will overwhelm alrez
everburdened prison mental he
s@rvices, he said.
d iAodaak the numbers of prisa
& inerdage, fewaerl prisans dvil
rable to offer the correctional p
rams necessary to motivate
mands | f teantea lwir i
statusd and gi
the authors write.
eased. 0The

i n
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ast
3lth |
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ha- «There is a

ofustice and t

It supersede

MahatmahGhar
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s all

di
e

lina Iftene and Allan Mansa
of the facul't
University in Kingston write
the Canadian Medical Asso
tion Journal (CMAJ).

rgic difficulties of reintegration
wafteroaf perioch o incarceratipn e e n 6 s Source: Postmedia
rshould not be compounded py
cighysical and mental health

chall enges. 6

News




Page6

The Sould We.

M

5 L M

Montreal Southwest Community Mnistries

dt means a great dee

to those who are oppressed/nen . . .
PP signing bilateral treaties witRupport network at the endata shows the door continues

that they are not alon

to know

And never let

anyone tell you
that what you are doing Fiscal Year Applications Received Transfer Results
i gni ficant. o

Bishop Desmond Tutu

Human Rights Watch

S 1 nsi

Source:
The Gazette

Source:

Canada Approves Fewer Transfers

Feds Cool to Canadians Jailled Abroad

ince 2004, after thether countries in 1978, th® March 2010, 1531 Canad

Canada, the federal goveserve time in Canadian perStates.

transfers to Canadian citizéhgly more emphasis on r@ransfers of Offenders Act I
serving time in penitentiaribabilitation. It was considsince given the Minister

s hen Canada begamd disconnected from theiectional Services Canada

L

of their sentence. From 197 close shut.

e.

Canadians Sentenced Abroad Seeking to Serve their Time in Canada

200506 259 74
200607 262 64
200708 268 64
200809 288 26
200910 213 1

Decisions Rendered by the Minister

Fiscal Year Applications Approved Applications Denied
200506 108 2
200607 62 24
200708 100 43
200809 86 23
200910 24 65
Old Behind Bars:

Aging Prison Population in the United States

§ US State and Federal prisoners age 65 or over grew at 94 times the rate of the
population between 2007 and 2010.

§ The number of prisoners aged 55 or older nearly quadrupled between 1995
growing by 282%, while total number of prisoners grew by less thatRbalf

s As of 2010, 8% of the prisoner population was 55 or older, compared with 3% in

§ Of state prisoners age 51 or older, 40.6% have sentences ranging anywhere be
than 20 years to life.

§ 15% of state prisoners age 61 or over have been in prison continuously for 2
years.
There is no federal parole.

ment has increasingly dentedtiaries where there is rela- The 2004 International
as

ans
International Transfer of Ofgoal was to have Canadiamre transferrédalmost 80%
fenders Act became law éitizens returned so theyf those were from the United

of

in foreign countries, espered a better option thaRublic Safety and Emergency
cially after the Conservatiieaving an inmate returned @reparedness more discretion
formed a minority goverfEanada having gone throughhen considering applications
yment in 2006. no rehabilitative programeeferred to the minister by Cor-

and

total pr

and 20

1995.

tween |

D or mc
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A True Story

Breakfast at McDonal dés

am a mother of three (ages 14, 12, 3) and have recently completed my college degree. The last class I|had to
Sociology. The teacher was absolutely inspiring with the qualities that | wish every human being had been graced w

|l ast project of the term was called, o06Smiledéd. The cl
tions. | am a very friendly person and always smile at everyone and say hello anyway. So, | thought this would be a
caké literally.

Soon after we were assigned the project, my husbanc

was just our way of sharing special playtime with our son. We were standing in line, waiting to be served, when all o
den everyone around us began to back away, and then even my husband did.
I did not move an inch...an overwhelming feeling of panic welled up inside me as | turned to see why they had

As | turned around | smelled a horrible 6dirty body?d
| ooked down at the short gentl eman close to me, he
searched for acceptance. He said, 0Good daydé as he ¢

with his hands as he stood behind his friend. | realized the second man washabertajgd and the bleged gentleman
was his salvation. | held my tears as | stood there with them.

The young | ady at the counter asked him what thley
afford. (If they wanted to sit in the restaurant to warm up, they had to buy something.) Then | fedtly Getripulsion
was so great | almost reached out and embraced the little man with the blue eyes. That is when | noticed all eyes in
taurant were set on fngudgingi my every acti on. I 60smiledd and asked
more breakfast meals on a separate tray.

I then walked around the corner to the table that the men had chosen as a resting spot. | put the tray on the tab

laid my hand on the bheey ed gent |l emands col d hand. He | ooked up ¢
| eaned over, began to pat his hand and sai d, ol di d
started to cry as | walked away to join my husband and son.

When | sat down, my husband O6smiledd at me and |[sai
held hands for a moment and at that time, we knew that only because of the Grace that we had been given we were
give. We are not churgho e r s but we are believers. That day showe

I returned to college, on the |l ast evening of &adhe ¢
it Then she | ooked up at me and said, oCan | shar e
read and that is when | knew that we as human beings and being part of God share this need to heal people and to be

I n my own way | had touched the people at McDonlal d

on the last night | spent as a college student. | graduated with one of the biggest lessons | woiild ever learn

oUnconditional Acceptanceo
Note: The author did not want her name|puhblis

oSnowfl akes are one of natureds most fragil
Vista M. Kelly

MSCMwould like to take this opportunity
to wish everyone a happy holiday season!
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The Last Laugh
Dondét Mess W th Chil dren

little girl was talking to her teacher about whales. The teacher said it was| physic:
impossible for a whale to swallow a human because even though it was a very large marr

its throat was very small.
The little girl stated that Jonah was swallowed by a whale.

Irritated, the teacher reiterated that a whale could not swallow a human. It was physic:

impossible.

The Iittle girl said, OWhen | get tjo h
The teacher asked, oWhat if Jonah went
The Iittle girl replied, 0Then you |ask

kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom of children while they were dre
ing. She would occasionally walk around
As she got to one little girl who was working diligently, she asked what the drawing wa

The girl replied, o0l dm drawing God9g|.

The teacher paused and said, oO0But no o

Without missing a beat, or |l ooking |up
mi nute. 6

Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments with her five and -

year olds.

After explaining the com
0ls there a commandment th
Without missing a beat,

kill o.

m
at teaches
one | ittl e

he children were lined up in the cafeteria of a Catholic elementary school for
the head of the table was a large pile of apples. The nun made a note, and post
apple tray: Take Only Gné&od is Watching.

andment to ©ONh

lunch. .
ed it on

Moving further along the lunch line, at the other end of the table was a large pile

chocolate chip cookies.
A child had written a note: oO0Take a




